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ABSTRACT 
This research aims at proving whether or not the use of Pictures technique 
can improve the students’ ability to use degrees of comparison at the second 
year of SMP Negeri 19 Palu. One group pre-experimental research design 
was used in this research. The population of this research is the second-year 
students of SMP Negeri 19 Palu and the sample is VIIIB class. It contains 20 
students selected by using purposive sampling technique. In collecting the 
data, the researcher gave pretest and posttest. The pretest is used to measure 
the students’ ability to use degrees of comparison before treatment, and the 
post-test is used to measure the students’ ability after the treatment. The 
result of the data analysis shows that the mean score of pretest is 45.2. 
Furthermore, the posttest’s mean score is 75 which indicates that the research 
hypothesis is accepted by regarding the analysis that t-counted is 9.14 is higher 
than the t-table is 1.729. The researcher concludes that the use of Pictures is 
effective to improve the students’ ability to use degrees of comparison at the 
second year of SMP Negeri 19 Palu 
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Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membuktikan apakah teknik gambar dapat 
meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan tingkat perbandingan 
siswa kelas dua SMP Negeri 19 Palu. Desain penelitian yang digunakan 
dalam penelitian ini adalah one group pra-experimental. Populasi dari 
penelitian ini adalah kelas dua SMP Negeri 19 Palu dan sampelnya adalah 
siswa kelas VIIIB. penelitian ini terdiri dari 20 siswa yang dipilih dengan 
teknik purposive sampling. Dalam mengumpulkan data, peneliti memberikan 
pra-tes dan pasca-tes yang dilakukan untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa 
dalam menggunakan tingkat perbandingan sebelum dilakukan treatment, dan 
pasca-tes digunakan untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa setelah dilakukan 
treatment. Hasil analisis data menujukkan bahwa skor rata-rata pra-tes 
adalah 45.2. Selanjutnya skor rata-rata pasca-tes adalah 75. Yang 
mengindikasikan bahwa hipotesis penelitian diterima dengan menujukkan 
bahwa nilai hitung t 9.14 lebih tinggi dibandingkan nilai tabel t sebesar 1.729. 
peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa penggunaan gambar efektif meningkatkan 
tingkat perbandingan pada siswa kelas dua SMP Negeri 19 Palu. 
 
Kata Kunci: Meningkatkan; Tingkat perbandingan; Pictures 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
1English Education Study Program, Tadulako University  
E-mail: Lishapariana@gmail.com  
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 2 
  
INTRODUCTION 
Grammar is one of the language components that must be learned and mastered by the 
students because the mastery of grammar would support the language skill. Based on KTSP 
curriculum (2006:25), the teaching of English covers the four language skills, namely: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The four skills are related to others. When people 
want to talk to someone they need to pay attention to structure, so listeners are not confused 
to understand the meaning of what they say. Addition, it can improve fluency in speaking. 
Similarly in writing, grammar will show us how to make sentences based the true structure 
and the use of appropriate word class. Besides, it is also needed for those who want to study 
abroad because they will undertake TOEFL, IELTS, GMAT, and others. It requires mastery 
of grammar so that they can complete the test well.  
The grammar consists of various aspects, such as preposition, degrees of comparison, 
passive voice, tenses, and so on. The researcher will not explain one by one but she just 
focuses on the degrees of comparison. In daily conversation, people often use comparison 
sentence to compare the similarities or the differences between objects from one another 
based on quality or quantity. To get the understanding about the degrees of comparison, it is 
important to explain it.  
There are several definitions of degrees of comparison according to some experts of 
English language which are stated in their books. Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman (1999: 
717) define, “One of the most basic and powerful of human cognitive processes is the 
ability to comprehend and express the fact that two things are similar of different, often such 
similarity or difference is expressed in terms of degree, extent, or quantity.” Then, Soeradji 
(1987: 94) states “Degrees of comparison are used when we want to compare two or more 
things or people.” Another opinion, Gorell and Laird in their book (1964:371) argue: 
The degrees of comparison are known as degree of modifiers. We 
recognize three degrees of modifiers, as follows: positive, implying no 
comparison (fast car, beautifully landscape); comparative, implying that one 
exceeds another (the boulevard is a faster street than the highway and more 
beautifully landscaped), and the superlative which implies the highest 
degree, at least within the certain limitations (the boulevard is the faster road 
out of town, and the most beautifully landscaped). 
From those definitions above it can be said that degrees of comparison are a form of 
adjectives or adverbs which used to compare something, people or place through the level of 
quality, quantity, or relation based on the similarities or the differences. The form of degrees 
of comparison of adjectives are divided into regular comparison and irregular comparison. 
Degrees of comparison have three types namely positive, comparative, and superlative 
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 3 
  
degrees as stated by Thomson and Martinet (1980:15), “There are three degrees of 
comparison. This involves positive, comparative, and superlative degree.” The positive 
degree is used to compare two things or people that are the same is quality. Adjectives or 
adverbs of positive degree are simple forms. It is not changed when compare them, it means 
that without suffix: big, small, beautiful, smart, old, etc. Not only positive but also negative 
comparison, it is used to compare two things or people that are not equal or not the same. 
The comparative form of degree is used to make a comparison two or more things or people 
which have quality or quantity of adjectives or adverbs different each other, one of which is 
more than other. Adjectives or adverbs that are added by –er for one syllable (e.g: taller, 
smaller, bigger) While more than one syllables the words more before adjective or adverb 
(e.g: more beautiful, more expensive, more handsome). Superlative form denotes existence 
of the highest or lowest degree of the quality more than two things or people when more 
than two things or people are compared. Superlative added by suffix -est for one or some of 
two syllables adjective or adverb and adjective or adverb consists of three or some of two 
syllables will be added by the word most. 
 Each type of degrees of comparison has different rules for examples: (a) Mila is as 
tall as Kina, (b) Aldo is taller than Andy, (c) Aldo is the tallest. Based on the examples 
above, sentence (a) is positive degree stating the equation by using -as before and after of 
adjectives. Next, sentence (b) is comparative degree by endings -er for one syllable. The 
last, sentence (c) is superlative degree by endings –est, but when the adjectives consist of 
two or more syllables use ‘more’ for comparative and ‘most’ for superlative before them. 
Although the degrees of comparison have been taught to the students, especially those at the 
eight level of SMP Negeri 19 Palu, it makes them confused with its complexity.  
There are some difficulties faced by the students in mastering the degrees of 
comparison as follows. First, the students often make mistakes on the use of suffix -er for 
comparative and suffix -est for superlative. Besides, the use of more for comparative and 
most for superlative that it is caused by the amount of syllable. Second, they are confused to 
add the suffix -er or -est in adjective end by certain letters for examples: big-bigger, fat-
fatter, easy-easier, happy-happier and some adjectives have irregular comparison on 
positive, comparative and superlative degrees such as bad-worse-worst, good-better-best, 
little-less-least and so on. Third, they misplace the use of be (am, is, are, was, were) based 
on the subject. Last, they get bored and are not enthusiastic about the teaching and learning 
process in the class about it. 
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  Therefore, to solve the problems above, the teacher should use an appropriate method 
that makes them interested and easy to understand it. Students can construct their 
knowledge during learning degrees of comparison easily by using media. Media are 
important in teaching and learning English since they help both of the teacher and the 
students. We can use media to make them interested and give motivation them in learning 
the lesson. One of them is picture.  
  Oxford learner pocket dictionary (2008:330) states “Picture is painting, drawing, etc, 
that shows a scene, a person or thing.” Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia (2007:329) states 
“Gambar adalah tiruan barang (orang, binatang, tumbuhan, dsb) yang di buat dengan 
coretan pensil dsb pada kertas dsb; lukisan.” Meanwhile, according to Wright (1989:29) 
“Picture is not just an aspect of method but though it representation of place, object and 
people, it is essential part of the overall experiences.” Another opinion, according to 
Harmer (2001:134) “Pictures can be in the form of flashcards, large wall pictures, 
photographs, or illustrations.”  
 Based on the statement above it can be concluded that picture is a medium that is used 
to achieve learning objectives the real form in two-dimensions. It can give visual description 
concretely about something. There are many kinds of pictures. It can be flash card, large 
wall picture, photographs, or illustrations to describe and draw person or thing. The purpose 
of using pictures for the students give them an opportunity to practice the language in real 
context that can give description about the problem described. 
 According to Finochiaro (1996:137), there are four criteria that guide the teachers in 
choosing pictures before presenting in the class as a teaching aid; 
1.. Pictures should be large enough to be seen by all students. 
2. The pictures of individual objects or people should be as simple as possible. 
3. Some of them should contain color for later use when adjectives of color are 
present. 
4. The pictures should have no captions. 
  The quotation above means that pictures are used by the teachers. They should have 
criteria to be selected as media in teaching and learning activities. Picture when used for 
teaching purposes should be large and clear so that it can be seen by all students, while 
picture that shows whether the individual objects or people is simple and clear. Then, the 
picture contains color for using the adjective of color that make the students’ interest to see 
the picture about the color because children are more like striking colors but still in 
accordance with the subject and should have no captions of the picture.  
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Pictures have some advantages to be used as a medium to improve students’ 
understanding of any kind of grammatical structures. As stated by Gerlach (1980:27) that 
there are five advantages of using picture as follows: 
1 Picture can help to prevent and correct misconception. 
2 The visual detail makes it possible to study subjects with would 
otherwise be impossible. 
3 Picture can help to focus and to develop critical judgment.  
4 Pictures are inexpensive and widely available. 
5 Pictures are also early manipulated. 
In addition, this point is further strengthened by Wright (1989:3) as follows: 
1. Easy to prepare. 
2. Easy to organize.  
3. Interesting. 
4. Meaningful and authentic. 
5. Sufficient amount of language. 
From the descriptions above, it is clear that as a teaching aid, pictures will have a big 
influence on the students to remember anything that the teacher has been explained. It helps 
students easy to understand the material, makes them motivate and enthusiastic because 
picture easy to understand the meaning based on what they have seen in real context. Then, 
the teaching and learning process will be effective and efficient for the teacher and the 
students because the teacher does not need a long time to describe the material will be 
presented. It can be easy to find and prepare in teaching material.  
Pictures not only have advantages in cases, but they also have several disadvantages 
as media in teaching and learning process. According to Gerlach (1980: 273) the 
disadvantages of picture are: 
1. Students pay attention on the picture more than on learned material. 
2. It takes time and costs to provide attractive picture. 
3. Small and unclear pictures may cause problem in the teaching learning 
process since the students may misunderstand about the picture. 
 
       Based on the statement above, the students misunderstand the learning material. It is 
caused of picture that will make them more pay attention and they are more interested to see 
the pictures. When picture is not attractive, it makes the students bored so it will need time 
and cost as a medium to conduct the teaching and learning activities. The students do not 
know how to read it or what does the picture mean. Besides, it can be caused by the size and 
distance. It is important because of small and unclear picture, the students will not paying to 
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their attention to the learning material. It is caused by the picture is difficult to be seen 
clearly. 
       The procedures of teaching degrees of comparison through pictures have been 
designed by the researcher as follow: 
1. The researcher shows these pictures to the students.  
2. The researcher gives some questions to the students based on the pictures. Such as: do 
you know what pictures is it?, how do you compare the pictures among them?, which 
pictures are smallest?, Which pictures are biggest?. 
3. After giving some question to the students, the researcher explains the change of words 
from base form, positive, comparative, and superlative degrees. 
4. The researcher writes all the words and introduces them about degrees of comparison.  
5. The researcher asks the students to use degrees of comparison based on the pictures. 
6. Every student is trained  to use degrees of comparison in sentence. 
7. The researcher gives an activity that the function of students’ understanding about 
degrees of comparison. 
METHOD 
 In this research, the researcher used pre experimental research. It only needs one 
research design. It was the second year students of SMP Negeri 19 Palu. The researcher 
conducted the pretest and the posttest. The pretest was given before treatment while the 
posttest was given after the treatment. There is no control class in pre-experimental research 
design. Therefore, the researcher used the following formula proposed by Arikunto 
(2006:85) as follows: 
 
                                       Q1  X            Q2 
Where: 
Q 1 : pre-test  
 X : treatment  
Q 2 : post-test  
The population of this research was the students of the second year-students of SMP 
Negeri 19 Palu. The number of population were four parallel classes, the total member of 
population were 80 students.  
 The sample is a part of population. In this research, the researcher used purposive 
sampling technique. According to Best and Kahn (2006:19), “Purposeful sampling allows 
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the researcher to select those participants who will provide the richest information, those 
who are the most interesting, and those who manifest the characteristics of most interest to 
the researcher.” Moreover, there were four classes on the second-year students of SMP 
Negeri 19 Palu. The researcher chose class B based on the purpose and capabilities. 
The research employed two variable, they are dependent variable and independent 
variable. The dependent variable was students’ ability in using degree of comparison, while 
independent variable was the application of pictures in teaching degree of comparison.  
To collect the data, the researcher used test as a research instrument. There were two 
kinds of the tests, they were pretest and posttest. The pretest was given before treatment and 
posttest would be given after treatment. The researcher got the data after conducting the test. 
The researcher gave the test consisted of 25 items that were put into 3 parts. The first part 
had 10 item of multiple choices, true or false were 10 items and completions were 5 items. 
The distribution of score in each item can be seen as follows: 
                                 Table 1 Kinds of Tests 
 
No Kind of Tests 
Number of 
Items 
Score of Item 
Total 
Score 
1 Multiple Choice 10 1 10 
2 True or False 10 1 10 
3 Completion 5 1 5 
  Total 25   25 
 
Table 2 Scoring of Tests 
Description Score 
If the answer is corrrect 1 
If the answer is incorrect 0 
No answer 0 
                                    Adapted from KTSP 2006 
                                                                 
FINDINGS 
The pretest and posttest were given to the  second-year students of SMP Negeri 19 Palu. 
The research consisted of 8 meetings including pretest and posttest. The researcher focused 
on how to the use picture technique can improving the second year students’ ability of SMP 
Negeri 19 Palu to use degrees of comparison. 
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 Before giving treatment, the researcher examined the students. This examination 
called pretest. There were 20 students that followed the test. The highest score was 72 and 
the lowest was 28. After that, the researcher computed the mean score of pre-test using 
formula proposed by Arikunto (2006). The researcher finally got the result of the students’ 
mean score in the pre-test which is 45.2. The result of the test stated in table 4 as follows: 
Table 3. The Students’ Score on Pretest 
 
No Initials 
Kinds of Test Score 
Multiple 
Choice 
True 
or False  Completions Obtained Maximum Standard 
   1 AR 2 7 2 11 25 44 
2 A 5 6 1 12 25 48 
3 ANH 5 8 0 13 25 52 
4 AO 2 7 2 11 25 44 
5 FE 3 4 0 7 25 28 
6 IS 2 5 0 7 25 28 
7 IR 3 6 0 9 25 36 
8 MG 3 8 2 13 25 52 
9 MF 4 9 0 13 25 52 
10 MR 3 8 2 13 25 52 
11 MRV 4 7 2 13 25 52 
12 NH 3 3 1 9 25 36 
13 NK 6 6 0 14 25 56 
14 R 2 2 2 12 25 48 
15 SR 4 4 1 10 25 40 
16 SY 3 3 1 8 25 32 
17 ZH 6 6 4 18 25 72 
18 Z 6 6 0 14 25 56 
19 DGSN 5 5 2 10 25 40 
20 DRS 5 5 0 9 25 36 
Total (∑x) 904 
 
 After administering the pretest to the students, the researcher then conducted the 
treatment by using Pictures in teaching degree of comparison. The treatment was conducted 
for eight meetings where each meeting took 1x45 minutes  
 After applying the treatment, the researcher administered the posttest to the students. 
The posttest that researcher administrated had the same test as the pretest. The highest score 
of the students in posttest is 88 and the lowest is 52. The students’ individual score on the 
posttest are shown in the table 5 below. 
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Table 4. The Students’ Score on Posttest 
 
No Initials 
Kinds of Test Score 
Multiple 
Choice 
True 
or False  Completions Obtained Maximum Standard 
   1 AR 3 7 3 13 25 52 
2 A 7 8 5 20 25 80 
3 ANH 8 8 5 21 25 84 
4 AO 6 8 5 19 25 76 
5 FE 5 8 3 16 25 64 
6 IS 8 9 5 22 25 88 
7 IR 7 8 5 20 25 80 
8 MG 7 8 2 17 25 68 
9 MF 8 6 2 16 25 64 
10 MR 5 7 3 15 25 60 
11 MRV 6 8 3 17 25 68 
12 NH 8 7 3 18 25 72 
13 NK 8 8 4 20 25 80 
14 R 8 6 3 17 25 68 
15 SR 7 8 5 20 25 80 
16 SY 8 8 4 20 25 80 
17 ZH 9 8 5 22 25 88 
18 Z 8 8 5 21 25 84 
19 DGSN 6 9 5 20 25 80 
20 DRS 8 9 4 21 25 84 
Total (∑x) 1500 
 
 After calculating the mean score of the students of both pretest and posttest, the 
researcher computed the deviation and square deviation of the students’ scores in pretest and 
posttest.  
Table 5. The Deviation Score of Pretest and Posttest 
 
No Initials 
Standard Score 
D D2 
Pre-Test Post-Test 
1 AR 44 52 8 64 
2 AR 52 60 8 64 
3 ANH 52 64 12 144 
4 AO 52 68 16 256 
5 FE 52 68 16 256 
6 IS 72 88 16 256 
7 IR 48 68 20 400 
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8 MG 56 80 24 576 
9 MF 56 84 28 784 
10 MR 52 84 32 1024 
11 MRV 48 80 32 1024 
12 NH 44 76 32 1024 
13 NK 28 64 36 1296 
14 R 36 72 36 1296 
15 SR 40 80 40 1600 
16 SY 40 80 40 1600 
17 ZH 36 80 44 1936 
18 ZH 36 84 48 2304 
19 DGSN 32 80 48 2304 
20 DRS 28 88 60 3600 
Total Score 596 21808 
 
 The researcher calculated the differences between the scores of the pretest and 
posttest and deviation of the scores that the highest deviation score is 60 and the lowest one 
is 8. For the square deviation, the highest score is 3600 and the lowest is 64. Moreover, the 
researcher computed the mean deviation of the students’ scores by dividing the total score 
of deviation (596) with the number of students (20). As the result, the mean score deviation 
of the pretest and posttest is 29.8. Then, the researcher determined the sigma square 
deviation score, the result is 9.14. 
 The researcher made the hypothesis to prove the effectiveness of the use of pictures 
technique whether it can improve students’ ability to use degrees of comparison or not. She 
tested it based on the result of data analysis. There are two criteria of testing hypothesis 
(Ho); if t-counted is higher than t-table, it means that the hypothesis is accepted or the use 
picture technique can improve students’ ability in using degrees of comparison. In contrast, 
if t-counted is lower than the students’ than t-table, it means that the hypothesis is rejected 
or the application of picture technique is not effective in improving students’ ability to use 
degrees of comparison. 
 After analyzing the data of the test, the researcher found that the t-counted was 9.14. 
The result of result the data analysis showed that t-counted was 1.729. By applying 0.05 
level of significance with the degree of freedom (df) N-1= 20-1+ 19. Moreover, t-counted 
value of 9.14 was higher than t-table value, 1.729. In conclusion, the hypothesis of the 
research said that the use of picture technique was effective to improve students’ ability to 
use degrees of comparison at the second year of SMP Negeri 19 Palu. 
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DISCUSSION 
 The main purpose of conducting pretest and posttest was to find out whether the use 
of pictures technique can improve the students’ ability to use degrees of comparison at the 
second year of SMP Negeri 19 Palu or not. The researcher gave pretest to know the 
students’ prior knowledge before giving the treatment. The content of the test is degree of 
comparison taught at the second year student. The kinds of the test were multiple choice, 
true or false, and completions. After giving the pretest, the researcher found almost of the 
students faced some problems in English grammar especially in degrees of comparison. The 
researcher found a lot of mistakes in constructing sentences. First, the students did mistakes 
on using of suffix -er for comparative and suffix -est for superlative, for example, 
“Television is cheap motor cycle” and “Tom is old among them”. These sentences need 
suffix “er” and “than” after adjective for comparative and -est for superlative in adjective. 
These must be “Television is cheaper than motor cycle” and “Tom is oldest among them”. 
Next, the students did mistakes in constructing sentence using comparative and superlative 
it is caused by the amount of syllable. For example, Refrigerator is expensiver television” 
and “Garden A is beautifulest of all. These sentences must be added by “more” before 
adjective and “than” after adjective for two or more syllables. The sentence becomes 
“Refrigerator is more expensive than television”. For superlative the sentence must be added 
by “the most” before adjective for two or more syllable. So, the sentence becomes “Garden 
A is the most beautiful of all”. Besides, they got difficulty in using the suffix -er or -est in 
adjective end by certain letter. For example, “Book A is bigger than book B”. The adjective 
of big is end in a consonant and has a single vowel in the middle. So, the adjective just 
doubles the consonant and add suffix -er for comparative and -est for superlative. The 
sentence becomes “Book A is bigger than book B”.  
Next, the researcher continued to give the treatment to the students for about six 
meetings. She taught based on the lesson plan. In doing the treatment, the researcher applied 
pictures technique to solve the students’ problems above, she believed that picture technique 
can give any improvement to the students’ ability especially to use degrees of comparison.  
 After finishing the treatment, the researcher came to give the posttest in order to 
measure the students’ progress after getting treatment. The content of this text is the same as 
what was tested in pretest. By comparing the students’ degrees of comparison on pretest and 
posttest, the researcher came to prove the hypothesis whether the use of picture technique is 
effective or not to improving the students’ ability to use degrees of comparison.  
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 12 
  
 Based on the students’ pretest result on the table, it can be seen that there was 1 
student who got the higher score and 19 students who got the lowest score. All most of the 
students got the lowest score because they did not know well the degrees of comparison, 
and the teacher only gave the assignment existed in the textbook to the students after 
explaining the material so that they got bored in learning process. For posttest there were 19 
students who got highest score 64-88 and there was 1 student who got lowest score. The 
students got the highest score, it is caused by the treatment through picture technique 
applying in the class.   
  The researcher gained the fact based on the result of analysis that t-counted (9.14) 
was higher than t-table (1.729) at 0.05 level of significance. The data can be supported by 
analyzing and comparing the result of mean score of pretest and posttest. The mean score of 
pretest was 45.2 and the mean score of posttest raised to 75 after applying the treatment. 
The result of research showed that the use of picture technique was effective to improve the 
degrees of comparison. 
CONCLUSION  
 Based on the result of the data analysis and the interpretation of data in the previous 
chapter, The result of the data analysis indicates the mean score in post-test (904) is higher 
than the mean score in pre-test (1500). It shows the significant different between pre-test 
and post-test. The researcher concludes that teaching degrees of comparison by applying 
pictures technique is found effective in improving the students’ ability. It is supported by 
looking the result of t-counted value (9.14) which is higher than t-table value (1.729). As the 
result, the hypothesis is accepted. In short, the use of pictures technique can improve the 
second-year students’ ability of SMP Negeri 19 Palu to use degree of comparison.  
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